OF SOMERSET COUNTY

A MESSAGE FROM THE
Executive Director
- The Arc of

Somerset County
has enjoyed a

year of success in
providing out-
standing services
to individuals with
intellectual and
developmental dis-
abilities and their families. We enter
the 2008-2009 fiscal year with a strong
commitment to our Vision. (See page
12.) Our strategic plan reflects this
commitment and assures that all of
our services and advocacy initiatives
are aligned with our Mission to help
individuals with disabilities and their
families realize their dreams.

Lauren Panarella

Over the past year, we provided ser-
vices to more than 1,000 individuals
with intellectual and developmental
disabilities. We have assisted them
in establishing living arrangements,
learning new skills, obtaining employ-
ment, and interacting with residents
in their communities. We could not
have accomplished this without the
375 employees who demonstrate
their creativity, dedication, and
caring every day. Nor could we have
accomplished this without the 500
volunteers who have so generously
supported our recreational activi-
ties, renovated and redecorated our
facilities, and planned—as well as

See Executive Director on page 12
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Congratulations to Winners of Special Olympics NJ

Ay Blomgren and Barbara Cornelius
enjoy victory!
e

ongratulations to the many athletes from

The Arc of Somerset County who partici-
pated in Special Olympics New Jersey beginning
with the pre-qualifying games on May 3 at Basi-
lone Field in Bridgewater. Those who went on to
compete in the statewide finals, from June 6 to
8 at the College of New Jersey in Ewing, include
the medal winners mentioned below.

¢ Ardsley Group Home in Hillsborough:
Evelyn Ramundo (2nd place for softball throw
and 3rd place for 50-meter dash), and Elliot
Zuckerman (1st place for softball throw)

 Cambridge Group Home in Bridgewater:
Veronica Cooper (gold medals for 50- and
100-meter dashes) and Donna Goble (bronze
medal for 50-meter dash and ribbon for soft-
ball throw)

¢ Cedar Grove Group Home in Branchburg:
Anthony Raczynski (bronze medal for softball
throw)

¢ Commons Apartments in Bridgewater:
Felice Burton (silver medal for 50-meter
walk), William Colemen (silver medal for

100-meter walk), and Kyle Mueller (silver
medal for 25-meter walk)

¢ Franklin Group Home in Franklin:
Paul Bisson, Roland Petrella (bronze medals
for 100-meter run and softball throw), and

John Rusignuola (gold medals for 100-meter
walk and softball throw)

* Griggstown Group Home in Griggstown:
Donald Belcher (ribbons for 50- and 100-me-
ter walks), Joseph Owsik (5th place for
50-meter walk and 6th place for 100-meter
walk), and Charles Souder (ribbons for 50-
and 100-meter walks)

* Mobus Group Home in North Plainfield:

Donna McHugh (two gold medals for walking
and softball)

See Special Olympics on page 6

A Message from Edmond A. Brown, President

Dear Friends,

This has been a successful year,
indeed! [ wish to thank all of our
stakeholders for the level of commit-
ment and dedication that continues
to drive us forward. As you may know,
this has been a year of consider-

able change within the ranks of our
organization. Veteran employees and
board members have left The Arc

of Somerset County to begin a new
chapter in their lives. I'd like to acknowledge
these individuals for their outstanding service,
and share a few words with you about the future.

Bill Mackay, Past President and board member
for almost a decade, has brought tremendous
value to The Arc. A Renaissance Man of quick

Edmond A.

Brown

wit and many talents, Bill has led
and served with passion, a keen
intellect, and uncommon devotion.
As he leaves the board this year, we
wish Bill success with writing his
memoirs. We will keep him in our
hearts.

Into her second term, Lisa Dudzik
has served on the board and De-
velopment Committee with energy,
creativity, and distinction. Lisa has
played an integral role in developing and execut-
ing strategies for some of our most successful
fundraising activities. The good news is that, al-
though Lisa is leaving the board, she will resume
her duties as a key member of the Development

Committee.
See President on page 2



The Arc of Somerset County

MISSION

The Arc of Somerset County supports
persons with developmental disabilities

and their families in realizing their dreams
by providing lifelong advocacy and quality

services.* We further support efforts

towards the prevention of developmental

disahilities.

*The word “families” includes all family members, as
well as friends, caregivers, guardians, and advocates.
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President, continued from page 1

With specialties in Neurodevelopment Dis-
abilities, Pediatric Developmental Behavioral
Health, and Pediatrics, Dr. Kapila Seshadri’s
technical expertise has been invaluable to the
board and agency. Since 2005, it has been our
privilege to work with Dr. Seshadri, and we
wish her continued success in her distinguished
career.

[ also wish to acknowledge the exceptional
contributions of Jeanne Radich who leaves her
position as Director of Human Resources after
15 years of stellar service. As a result of Jeanne’s
zeal for implementing “best practices” in HR
management, our department has one of the
most comprehensive benefits packages of all Arc
organizations in New Jersey. We extend our best
wishes to Jeanne.

[ look to the future with great optimism. New
talent has joined the agency, and we have

a Strategic Plan—a blueprint—for achiev-

ing critical goals and objectives. The biggest
challenge we face this year is marshalling the
financial resources to deliver quality programs
and services to Somerset County residents who
have intellectual and developmental disabilities.
With no increase in the FY 2009 state budget to
keep pace with the rising costs of providing opti-
mal care, we must turn to you for support. As
you review your plans for this year, please keep
The Arc of Somerset County and its programs
in your thoughts.

Warmest regards,

Edmond A4, Brown

President

sanofi-aventis Volunteers
Prepare Camp Jotoni for Guests

early 90 volunteers from the Information

Technology Department of sanofi-aventis
in Bridgewater spent June 6 sprucing up Camp
Jotoni in Warren before its formal opening on
June 29. Led by Executive Associate Veronique
DeBock, the volunteers cleared brush, installed
a fence, planted flowers, cleaned cabins, and
prepped and painted the dining hall. In addi-
tion to applying elbow grease and ingenuity,
sanofi-aventis donated $1,500 to offset the cost
of supplies.

This is the second consecutive year that sanofi-
aventis helped prepare Camp Jotoni for 200
campers—individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities ages 5 through adult.

“Thank you from the entire Arc community,
especially parents,” said Lauren Panarella,
Executive Director. “As a result of your generos-
ity, campers will be able to practice their social
and motor skills while playing, swimming, and
developing lifelong friendships.”





















Executive Director, continued from page 1

implemented —fundraising and caregiving events. Thanks, also, to
the generous donors who have made it possible for us to reach out to
people who have loved ones with disabilities, and help them access the
services they need. For this, we are truly grateful.

You have heard the adage, “It takes a village to raise a child.” Well,
it takes our entire Arc community to achieve the level of success we
have enjoyed this year. This community includes consumers, families,

friends, volunteers, donors, local businesses and organizations, civic
organizations and leaders, Board of Directors, and employees.

[ am honored to be a part of this outstanding organization and look
forward to the continued success of The Arc of Somerset County.

Best regards,
Lawnen Panarnella

Executive Director

out human services of all kinds for years to come.

supporters in the larger community of Somerset County.
B The guiding principles of our vision will be:

e Education — lifelong learning for all participants

* Hope — advocacy and encouragement

Online Fundraising for
“Step Up for The Arc” Continues

n May 17, more than 270 family, friends, and local business

leaders turned out for the “Step Up for The Arc” Walkathon at
Duke Island Park in Bridgewater. Online fundraising for the event
will continue through August 15. To read the full story, stay tuned
to the next issue of the Herald.
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OF SOMERSET COUNTY

Where people with developmental dh bilities
learn to live their dreams.™

141 South Main Street
Manville, NJ 08835

United
Way g
Somerset County

United Way
Affiliated Agency

Vision

B We will provide the leadership to create an inclusive community of caring so outstanding its echo will reverberate through-

B Participants in our community include individuals with a disability, their families*, staff, volunteers and all of our friends and

e Caring — respect and compassion among all of us: always leading from the heart

* Opportunity - transcending disability by recognizing and developing the capabilities of each and every participant

*The word “families” includes all family members, as well as friends, caregivers, guardians, and advocates.

2009 Entertainment
Coupon Books Go on Sale

September 1
Call Barbara Lutzky at 908-725-8544, ext. 600
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